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Course Name : E Drejte Ndërkombëtare Publike I

Course Code Course
Type

Regular
Semester

Lecture
(hours/we

ek)

Seminar
(hours/we

ek)

Lab.
(hours/we

ek)
Credits ECTS

LAW 301 N/A Fall 3.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 6.00

 

Lecturer Sajmir Bata, PhD

Assistant

Course language Albanian

Course level Program i Integruar

Description

Public international law consists of the entirety of customs and international legal
norms that regulate international legal relations among subjects of international
law. The course covers the evolution, understanding, concepts, principles,
sources, subjects, institutions, and institutes of public international law, etc.
Important aspects include jus cogens norms, international acts of the UN, as well
as other acts that protect human rights.

Objectives
The objectives of the course are to provide students with a deepening and
expansion of their knowledge of public international law and its elements, both
theoretically and practically. Additionally, an objective is to educate them in
resolving issues peacefully while protecting freedoms and human rights.

Core Concepts

1) International Law. 2) Subject of International Law. 3) Principles, Sources,
Customs, and Norms of International Law. 4) Sui Generis. 5) Object of International
Law. 6) Sovereignty of the State. 7) International Recognition of the State. 8)
International Responsibility of the State. 9) Human Rights. 10) State. 11) Forms of
International Dependence. 12) International Institutions and Institutes. 13) Jus
Cogens. 14) International Court of Justice. 15) International Legal Acts.

Course Outline

Week Topic

1

Foundations and Historical Evolution of Public International Law. Students will be introduced to
the structure and format of the lectures, attendance requirements, course content, and
literature, as well as the assessment methods. The topic addresses perspectives regarding the
origin of public international law and its evolution through various historical and legal stages.
Relevant Literature: 1) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford University Press; Sixth
edition (September 25, 2024), Part I: The History and Theory of International Law. 2) Arben Puto,
Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 34-46, 52-54, 58-69, 70-79, 83-88.
3) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 24-54.

2

The object and characteristics of public international law, and the distinction from other branches
of law. The topic presents and analyzes the object of public international law, its main
characteristics, and highlights the differences between this branch of law and other legal fields.
Relevant Literature: 1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University Press; 4th edition
(January 11, 2024), pp. 3-22. 2) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications,
2010, pp. 5-12, 32-33. 3) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of
Pristina, 2013, pp. 3-19.

3

International Legal Institutes and Institutions. The topic addresses the institutes and institutions
of public international law according to their content and significance. Institutions covered
include, among others: the League of Nations, the United Nations, international judicial
institutions, etc. The topic also analyzes the codification of international law. Relevant Literature:
1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University Press; 4th edition (January 11, 2024),
pp. 153-180. 2) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition
(September 23, 2021), pp. 1133-1176. 3) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj
Publications, 2010, pp. 22-27, 36-43, 46-52, 55-58, 69-70, 470-503. 4) Zejnullah Gruda, Public
International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 64-69, 345-417.
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4

The Nature of International Law and Its Relationship with Domestic Law. The topic addresses the
nature, role, importance, and applicability of international law as a legal system. It also discusses
the operation of international norms within the domestic sphere and the binding nature of certain
international legal norms. Relevant Literature: 1) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge
University Press, 9th edition (September 23, 2021), pp. 1-36. 2) Martin Dixon, International Law,
Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp. 35-61. 3) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications,
2010, pp. 12-15, 26-32. 4) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of
Pristina, 2013, pp. 19-24.

5

Sources of Public International Law The topic addresses the notion, categories, and elements of
the sources of public international law (treaties, custom, general principles of law, judicial
decisions, decisions of international organizations, soft law norms, doctrine, and jurisprudence).
Relevant Literature: 1) Martin Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp. 61-97. 2) Malcolm
N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition (September 23, 2021), pp.
58-110. 3) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 15-26. 4)
Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 54-64.

6

Subjects of Public International Law The topic provides a definition of the term international
subjects, analyzes their types and characteristics, and discusses their status, importance, rights,
and obligations. Relevant Literature: 1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University
Press; 4th edition (January 11, 2024), pp. 71-98. 2) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford
University Press; Sixth edition (September 25, 2024), Part III: The Subjects of the International
Legal Order. 3) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition
(September 23, 2021), pp. 179-242. 4) Martin Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp.
169-172. 5) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 89-103. 6)
Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States, 1933. 7) Zejnullah Gruda, Public
International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 59-78.

7

State Sovereignty According to International Law This topic presents the meaning and
characteristics of state sovereignty under public international law. It argues the importance and
types of sovereignty, including limited state sovereignty, territorial sovereignty, and
independence, among others. Relevant Literature: 1) Arben Puto, Public International Law,
Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 103-111. 2) Martin Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS,
2011, pp. 221-225. 3) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford University Press; Sixth edition
(September 25, 2024), Part IV. The Scope of Sovereignty.

8

Forms of International Legal Dependency and Special Privileges This topic addresses the
meaning, elements, and forms of international legal dependency, including vassalage,
protectorates, the regime of capitulations, international mandates, and international
guardianship. Additionally, it examines special privileges, focusing on capitulations. Relevant
Literature: 1) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 111-130.
2) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 128-136.

9 Midterms.

10

Forms of Unification and Separation of States According to International Law and Practice, and
Their Legal Status This topic analyzes the forms of state unification, including personal union,
real union, confederation, federation, Commonwealth, community (such as the European Union),
Council of Europe, microstates, and others. It also addresses states with disputed status.
Relevant Literature: 1) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp.
130-166. 2) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp.
121-128.

11

The Importance of International Recognition for the State and Government This topic addresses
the meaning and significance of international recognition for a state and its government. It
explores the theories of recognition, the methods and forms of recognition, as well as the
distinction between the international recognition of the state and that of the government,
including a focus on the Albanian state. Relevant Literature: 1) Malcolm N. Shaw, International
Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition (September 23, 2021), pp. 377-416. 2) Arben Puto,
Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 167-190. 3) Martin Dixon,
International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp. 177-178, 186-192, 201. 4) Montevideo Convention on
the Rights and Duties of States 1933. 5) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina,
University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 78-92.
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12

Principles, Types, and Elements of State Jurisdiction This topic addresses the concept of state
jurisdiction, analyzing its principles and types, including territorial jurisdiction, nationality
jurisdiction, universal jurisdiction, protective jurisdiction, passive jurisdiction, and jurisdiction
over individuals captured in violation of international law, among others. Relevant Literature: 1)
Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University Press; 4th edition (January 11, 2024), pp.
98-117. 2) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition
(September 23, 2021), pp. 555-651. 3) Martin Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp.
205-219. 4) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp.
102-121.

13

Responsibility of International Organizations and States According to International Law This topic
addresses the meaning, emergence, and characteristics of the responsibility of international
organizations and states, as well as general issues, types, subjects, consequences, and
compensation for damages arising from the failure to fulfill responsibilities. Relevant Literature:
1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University Press; 4th edition (January 11, 2024),
pp. 136-153, 180-199. 2) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th
edition (September 23, 2021), pp. 677-739. 3) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford
University Press; Sixth edition (September 25, 2024), Part V. Responsibility; Part VI. Responding
to Breaches of International Obligations. 4) Martin Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011,
pp. 324-363. 5) Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp.
190-209. 6) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp.
136-159.

14

The Importance of International Legal Acts, Decisions, and Actions for the Protection of Human
Rights This topic presents the meaning of human rights and the historical development of acts,
decisions, and actions related to these rights. It analyzes the different human rights systems
(such as those of the UN, European Union, and OSCE, as well as the American and African
systems). It also addresses the decisions of courts and the actions of international bodies in the
protection of human rights. Relevant Literature: 1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge
University Press; 4th edition (January 11, 2024), pp. 117-136, 335-347. 2) Malcolm N. Shaw,
International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition (September 23, 2021), pp. 242-329. 3)
Arben Puto, Public International Law, Tirana, Dudaj Publications, 2010, pp. 209-236. 4) Zejnullah
Gruda, Public International Law, Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 417-447. 5) Martin
Dixon, International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp. 442-463.

15

Resolution of Disputes and Weaknesses of Public International Law This topic addresses the
importance of peaceful means for resolving international disputes. It analyzes extrajudicial tools
such as negotiations, good offices, mediation, investigations (inquiries), and reconciliation, as
well as judicial means, including arbitration and international courts. Additionally, it examines the
weaknesses of public international law in effectively addressing and resolving conflicts. Relevant
Literature: 1) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford University Press; Sixth edition
(September 25, 2024), Part VII. The Application of International Law. 2) Martin Dixon,
International Law, Tirana, AiiS, 2011, pp. 363-404. 3) Zejnullah Gruda, Public International Law,
Pristina, University of Pristina, 2013, pp. 475-525.

16 Final Exam
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Prerequisites The student must attend the course at a minimum rate of 75%.

Literature

• 1) Malcolm D. Evans, International Law, Oxford University Press; Sixth edition
(September 25, 2024).
• 2) Arben Puto, E Drejta Ndërkombëtare Publike, Tiranë, Botimet Dudaj, 2010.
• 3) Zejnullah Gruda, E Dejta Ndërkombëtare Publike, Prishtinë, Universiteti i
Prishtinës, 2013.
• 4) Martin Dixon, E Drejta Ndërkombëtare, Tiranë, AiiS, 2011.

References

• 1) Jan Klabbers, International Law, Cambridge University Press; 4th edition
(Janary 11, 2024).
• 2) Ilias Bantekas and Lutz Oette, Internation Human Rights Law and practice,
Cambridge University Press; 4th edition (Febrary 15, 2024).
• 3) Daniel Moeckli, Sangeeta Shah & Sandesh Sivakumaran, International Human
Rights Law, Oxford University Press; 4th edition (October 31, 2022).
• 4) Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9th edition
(September 23, 2021).
• 5) Jack Donnelly and Daniel J. Whelan, International Human Rights, Routledge;
6th edition (June 16, 2020).
• 6) Valerie Epps, John Cerone, Brad R.Roth, Internacional Law, Carolina Academic
Press; Sixth edition (August 1, 2019).
• 7) Sean D. Murphy, Principles of International Law, West Academic Publishing;
3rd edition (August 20, 2018).
• 8) Xhezair Zaganjori, Jurisprudencë dhe praktikë ndërkombëtare, Tiranë, Shkolla
e Magjistraturës, 2012.
• 9) Karta e Organizatës së Kombeve të Bashkuara dhe Statuti i Gjykatës
Ndërkombëtare të Drejtësisë (1945).
• 10) Statuti i Aktualizuar i Tribunalit Penal Ndërkombëtar për ish-Jugosllavinë
1993 (me ndryshime).
• 11) Statuti i Romës për Gjykatën Penale Ndërkombëtare (1998).
• 12) Deklarata e Përgjithshme mbi të Drejtat e Njeriut (1948).
• 13) Konventa Europiane e të Drejtave të Njeriut (1950).
• 14) Pakti Ndërkombëtare mbi të Drejtat Ekonomike, Sociale dhe Kulturore
(1976).
• 15) Pakti Ndërkombëtare mbi të Drejtat Civile dhe Politike (1976).
• 16) Karta e të Drejtave Themelore e Bashkimit Europian (2007).
• 17) Konventa mbi të drejtat e fëmijës (OKB) 1989.
• 18) Konventa për Zgjidhjen Paqësore të Mosmarrëveshjeve Ndërkombëtare
(1907).
• 19) Konventa Ndërkombëtare për mbrojtjen e të gjithë personave nga zhdukja
me forcë (2006).
• 20) Konventa në lidhje me Statusin e Personave pa Shtetësi (1954).
• 21) Rregullorja e Procedures dhe e Provave (OKB), e Tribunalit Ndërkombëtar për
territorin e ish-Jugosllavisë, 11 shkurt 1994 (e ndryshuar).

Course Outcome

1 At the conclusion of the course "Public International Law I," students will understand the
fundamental concepts of public international law.

2 Students will analyze the principles, sources, institutions, and organizations of public
international law.

3 Students will argue the distinction between domestic law and public international law.

4 Students will understand the process of state creation and functioning according to international
law, as well as the importance of sovereignty and international recognition for a state.

5 Students will argue and analyze the significance of human rights.

6 Students will master the legal terminology related to the subject.

7 Students will have a broad understanding of public international law.

8 Students will analyze the forms of international legal dependency, etc.
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Course Evaluation

In-term Studies Quantity Percentage

Midterms 1 20

Quizzes 0 0

Projects 1 20

Term Projects 0 0

Laboratory 0 0

Class Participation 1 10

Total in-term evaluation percent 50

Final exam percent 50

Total 100

ECTS Workload (Based on Student Workload)

Activities Quantity Duration
(hours) Total (hours)

Course duration (Including the exam week: 16x Total hours of
the course) 16 3 48

Study hours outside the classroom (Preparation, Practice, etc.) 14 4 56

Duties 1 10 10

Midterms 1 15 15

Final Exam 1 21 21

Other 0 0 0

Total Work Load 150

Total Work Load / 25 (hours) 6.00

ECTS 6.00


